
WestWinds ECC Guideline for: Patio, Fire Pit, Sitting/Retaining/Garden Wall, and Walkway/Steps 
Approved/Adopted by WWBOD May 15, 2019 
(Supersedes all previous WWECC Patio, Sitting/Retaining Wall, Walkway/Steps Guidelines)   
 
This Guideline applies to all WestWinds residents and provides general considerations and submission 
requirements for the construction of patios, fire pits, walls, and walks/steps.  Woodland Preserve Townhome 
residents should refer to the Woodlands Preserve Townhome Guideline (located on the WestWinds web site 
at www.westwindshoa.org/) for the approved-standard patio materials.   
 
Patios: 
Shall be designed as an integral part of the house and property and located to be harmonious with the 
architecture of the house and to mitigate the impact of its use upon neighboring properties. 
  
Shall be an appropriate size for the area in which it is to be located, with consideration for its physical and 
visual impact on adjacent properties, and should be constructed of pavers, concrete, flagstone, slate, brick, or 
other masonry or stone material.  
 
Modifications to an existing patio must incorporate the same materials and detailing as the approved existing 
patio. 
 
Preferred location is in the rear yard.  No patio should extend to within 5’ of any property line.  A minimum 15’ 
setback is required from the front of home.   
 
Changes in grade or drainage pattern must not adversely affect adjoining properties. Lots contain recorded 
easements as shown on a resident’s Site Plan.  Residents should be mindful of easements that are reserved 
for the installation and maintenance of utilities/drainage facilities.  Should a resident encroach on any 
easements, it is the homeowner’s responsibility and at his/her expense to rectify the situation causing any 
problem. 
 
Landscaping is recommended if patio extends beyond the sides of the house to screen from the street and, if 
applicable, a Landscape Plan is to be submitted with the Application. 
 
Fire Pits: 
Permanently installed fire pits and cooking fires 1) shall comply with Frederick County’s Open Burning 
Regulations and the Fire Marshall’s written criteria titled “Use of Fire Pits in One- and Two-Family Homes, 
which state in part that permanent fire pits must be a minimum of 15 feet from any structure or combustible 
material to include wooden fences, and be a minimum of 2 feet in depth and not exceed 3 feet in diameter, 2) 
be built of stone, brick, or similar building materials, and 3) be harmonious with the house structure in style, 
colors and materials.  Prior to submitting an application to the WWECC, it is the homeowner’s responsibility to 
contact the County to obtain any necessary permits, if applicable, and instructions regarding installation and 
restrictions.  For the reasons provided in the County regulations/criteria, permanently installed fire pits are 
prohibited for the Woodlands Preserve Townhomes.  For single family and villa homes within the community, 
only one permanent fire pit will be permitted if requirements of the County regulations/criteria are met and 
WWECC approval obtained. 
 
Sitting/Retaining/Garden Walls: 
Should be built of pavers, flagstone, brick, stone, or similar durable materials and in a color that is compatible 
and harmonious with the architecture of the house and to mitigate the impact of its use upon neighboring 
properties, and be designed as an integral part of the house and property.  Wall tops shall contain a flat 
surface that is built in the same or compatible material(s) used for the project. 
 
Sitting walls shall not be higher than 24” in height from patio floor. 
 
Retaining walls should be built of the minimum height needed to accommodate changes in grade and be as 
unobtrusive as possible, and must not create any adverse drainage problems. Retaining walls may require 
County approval, depending on height.   
 
Landscaping is required for sitting and retaining walls that are part of the patio and, as such, a Landscape Plan 
is to be submitted with the Application.  Plant materials should be appropriate in character, species, and size 
at time of installation and maturity, and be located so as not to obstruct views from neighboring residences and 
golf course.  Garden walls are typically built to accommodate plants and the heights/lengths may vary 
depending on the project and location of wall.   
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Walkways/Steps: 
Should be constructed of pavers, concrete, flagstone, brick, stone, or similar durable materials and be built 
flush with the ground.  Changes in grade or drainage pattern must not adversely affect the applicant’s property 
or adjacent properties.   Should a resident encroach on any easements, it is the homeowner’s responsibility 
and at his/her expense to rectify the situation causing any problem.  Landscaping is not required along 
walkways; however, a Landscape Plan is required with the Application if landscaping will be part of the overall 
patio project.   
 
Tree Removal 
For any of the projects listed above, removal of any tree(s) measuring 8” or more in diameter measured at 2 
feet off the ground, or more than 20 feet in height requires prior written approval of the WWECC, and request 
must be submitted with the patio application.  See the WWECC Tree Guideline (located on both the WW and 
the LLA web sites) for details. 
 
Submission Requirements for All Projects 
Prior written WWECC approval is required before construction may begin.  Mail a WestWinds Application 
Form (download from the WWs web site at www.westwindshoa.org/ or from the Lake Linganore web site at 
www.lakelinganore.org and logging into your membership portal), $20 review fee (reference the WW 
Application and Post-Application Submission Requirements and Fee Structure Guideline) and all 
applicable/required information described below to the WestWinds Environmental Control Committee, P.O. 
Box 589, New Market, MD 21774.  Application package must be postmarked by the 10th of the month to be 
considered at the ECC monthly meeting held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  Incomplete application 
submissions may not be accepted and may delay the process or result in disapproval. 
 
A site inspection of the applicant’s property may be conducted as part of the review process (homeowner to 
stake out project prior to site visit).  Homeowner is encouraged to obtain a survey of his/her property to ensure 
the locations of the property lines. 
 
Application Package to Include: 

• Completed/signed/dated WWECC Application Form and applicable review fee. 
• Brief description of proposed project(s). 
• Site Plan* showing house/driveway, existing structures such as deck, property lines, setbacks, 

easements, and location of proposed project(s) drawn-in. 
• Plan/diagram, drawn to scale, showing the existing house structure and proposed patio, walls, 

walkway/steps, etc. (including all dimensions). 
• Description and color samples of materials to be used such as flagstone, brick, pavers (manufacturers’ 

brochures that illustrate materials and colors are acceptable). 
• Manufacturers’ brochures/pictures and/or drawings illustrating final appearance of proposed project(s). 
• Colored photograph of house where proposed project(s) is to be built. 
• Landscape Plan (if applicable), to scale, illustrating garden design and clearly identifying the locations 

of plants and the names and final height/width growth of each on the Plan. 
• Check made payable to WestWinds Village, Inc. 

 
*A site/plot plan, map or boundary survey shall be submitted with the application package.  The document 
should show the house/driveway, property boundaries/setback/distances to lot lines, easements, and similar 
information.  A site plan is usually provided to homeowners as part of the settlement process when the home 
is purchased.  Note that an application cannot be considered unless a site/plot plan, map or boundary survey 
and accompanying information as noted above are submitted with the application package. Note that an 
incomplete application package and/or insufficient information may delay processing or result in rejection. 
 
References: 
Article VI, Architectural Standards of the WestWinds Covenants states that the WestWinds Environmental 
Control Committee shall have exclusive jurisdiction over all construction and any and all modifications, 
alterations, and/or additions thereto, and tree planting or removal on any portion of the Properties. 
Exhibit B of the Declaration of Protective Land Use Standards, Use Restrictions, states that notwithstanding 
anything contained within these Covenants to the contrary, it shall be prohibited for any Owner to undertake (i) 
any construction, (ii) any landscaping, (iii) any modification, change or alteration of an Improved Lot or dwelling 
thereof, unless the type and size, material to be used in construction, exterior color scheme, specifications and 
the plans have been approved in writing by the Environmental Control Committee.  Plans may be disapproved 
for any reason, including purely aesthetic reasons.      
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